all that mourn (leaiah 61:1-2). The month of September is also important in
the history of Christianity, because Emperor Constantine the Great was
victorious over Maxentius, the enemy of the Christian Faith, in September.
Following this victory, Constantine granted freedom of confession to the
Christian Faith throughout the Roman Empire. For a long time, the civil year
in the Christian world followed the Church year, with its beginning on Sep-
tember 1. The civil year was later changed, and its beginning transferred to
January 1. This occurred first in Western Europe, and later in Russia, under
Peter the Great.

The Venerable Simeon the Stylite: He was born in Syria of peasant parente.
At the age of eighteen, he left home and was tonsured a monk. He undertook
the most difficult ascetic practices, and sometimes undertook a strict fast
for forty days. He eventually took upon himself a form of asceticism that
was previously unknown. He stood day and night on a pillar, in unceasing
prayer. At first, his pillar was six cubits high; he later raised it to twelve cu-
bits, then to twenty-two cubits, then to thirty-six cubits, and finally to forty
cubits high. On two occasions his mother Martha came to see him, but he
refused to receive her, saying from atop the pillar: “Do not disturb me now,
my mother. If we become worthy, then we'll see each other in the next world.”
St. Simeon endured countless assaults from demons, but he conquered
them all by prayer to God. The saint worked many great miracles, healing by
word and prayer many who were afflicted. People from all over gathered
around his pillar—the rich and the poor, kings and slaves. Simeon helped
everyone: healing some of infirmities, comforting those in need, instructing
others, and reproaching some who held heretical beliefs. Thus, he turned Em-
press Eudocia from the Eutychian heresy and brought her back to Ortho-
doxy. He lived the ascetic life during the reigns of the Emperors Theodosius
the Younger, Marcian and Leo the Great. Simeon, the first great stylite in
Christianity and a great miracle-worker, lived to be 103 years old. He re-
posed in the Lord on September 1, 459. His relics were translated to Anti-
och, to the church dedicated to his name.

Saint Joshua, The Son Of Nun: Joshua was the leader of the Hebrew peo-
ple after the death of Moses. Of several hundred thousand Jews who
came out of Egypt, only he and Caleb entered the Promised Land. Joshua
lived to be 110 years old, and died approximately 1440 years before the
Nativity of Christ. (Read of his faithfulness to God, his works and his
miracles in the Book of Joshua.)
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Sunday Holy Scripture Reading
Apostolic Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1 —7
Gospel: St. Luke 4:16 — 22

Services: Sunday-8 a.m. Orthros and 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Weekdays 8 a.m.
Orthros and 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy when scheduled.

Saints of the Day: Ecclesiastical New Year. The beginning of the Indic-
tion or the ecclesiastical New Year. Forty Virgin-martyrs and Ammon the
deacon; Venerable Simeon the Stylite and his mother Martha; Venerable
Euanthia; Righteous Joshua, son of Nun; Meletios the New of Greece; Ven-
erable Nicholas of Crete; New-martyr Angelis of Constantinople.

Hymns of the Day

Apolytikion of the Resurrection Tone 1

The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and chief priests, * and Your
all-immaculate body being guarded by soldiers, * You rose on the third day,
O Lotd and Savior, granting life unto the world. * Then the powers of the
heavens cried out to You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, * “Glory to Your
resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to Your eternal rule! * Glory to Your plan
for saving us, only benevolent God!”

Apolytikion for the Indiction Tone 2

O Fashioner of all creation, who made seasons and years by Your own au-
thority, bless the crown of the year with Your goodness, O Lord, and pre-
serve our rulers and Your city in peace, at the intercession of the Theoto-
kos, and save us.

Apolytikion for the Theotokos Tone 7

Rejoice, Maiden full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos; a haven and protection
are you for all of mankind. From you did the Redeemer of the world be-
come incarnate, only you are both a Mother and a Virgin. O Lady ever
blessed and ever filled with glory, intercede with Christ God, beseeching
Him to grant peace to the universe.

Apolytikion for St. Symeon Tone 1
You became a pillar of patience, O devout one, emulating the forefathers,



Job in his sufferings and Joseph in his temptations, and the manner of the
bodiless, though you were still in body. O devout father Symeon, intercede
with Christ God, to save out souls.

Apolytikion of the Archangels Tone 4

Supreme Commanders of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the unworthy, im-
plote and beseech You that by Your supplications You encitcle us in the
shelter of the wings of Your immaterial glory, guarding us who now fall
down and cry to You with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as
the great marshals of the heavenly hosts on high.

Kontakion for the Indiction Tone 4

You, the Creator and the Lord of the ages, O God of all, truly transcending
all essence, we earnestly entreat, that You will bless the year, and, O tendet-
loving Lotd, in Your infinite mercy, only Master, save us all who worship
and serve You, O our Redeemer, and who cry with fear, “For all Your serv-
ants, make fruitful the coming year.”

Divine Services

Wed. Sept. 4: Paraklesis 5pm

Sat. Sept 7: NO Service, Great Vespers at Holy Theophany Orthodox
Church 6pm, celebrating their 50th Anniversary.

Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church

Holy Communion of the Orthodox Church is the Holy Body and Blood of
our Lotd Jesus Christ. It is “With the fear of God, faith and love” that we ap-
proach the Divine Mysteries. Therefore, Holy Communion is reserved only
for those baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians who have prepared
themselves by prayer and fasting, as prescribed by the teachings of the Holy
Orthodox Church. We ask that women, before approaching to receive from
the Holy Cup, in respect of our Lord, to please remove lipstick.

Memorial Service

This morning we remember in our prayers the departed servant of God
+Garyfalia Alikakos on the fortieth day of her repose. She is the grandmoth-
er of Dino Alikakos. Everlasting be her memory!

Coffee Hour Signup

Please consider sponsoring a coffee hour. Donations are welcomel

Sept. 1: Sponsor Needed Sept. 8: Medina and Abdallah Families
Sept. 15: Sponsor Needed Sept. 22: Sponsor Needed

Scam Alert and Cyber Security

We received from our Chancellor, Fr. Lou, there are active and aggressive
cyber-actors targeting our Metropolis of Denver and Greek Orthodox
Churches across the country. The cyber-criminals are impersonating our

Metropolitan, Chancellor and even me, your parish priest. The scammer pos-
ing as one of the above named, may ask for money or gift cards. A few of
our patishioners over the years have been contacted by a scammer posing as
me. Please know I would not do this or solicit gift cards. If this happens
let me know with a phone call and do not reply to any of these inquiries.

Bookstore and Library

Come downstairs and browse our wonderful selection of new books, Icons,
and Orthodox gift items in our well-stocked bookstore. There is something
tor everyone! Read often and insatiably the books of the teachers of the Church. .. ~5t.
Isaac the Syrian

Capital Campaign

King Soopers Cards has a Loyalty Card Program that offers 5% of your
purchase sent to a designated charity which Archangel Michael is an eligible
recipient. You may sign up online or go to the customer service desk.

Stewardship 2024
Remember to be current with your stewardship. If you did not receive a 2024
packet, please see Ruxandra Georgescu.

Church School

On Sunday, September 8, classes for Church School begins. Classes meet
following Holy Communion. Please allow the Church School students re-
ceive Holy Communion first. See Sara LaBrie for more information.

Orthodox Catechism Class
Class will meet September 1, following coffee hour. A/ are welcomed to attend!

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology Appeal
On Sunday, September 8 and 15, we will have a collection for our theological
students from the Metropolis of Denver.

Saints of the Day

The Beginning of the Church Year, Or the Beginning of the Indiction: The First
Ecumenical Council [Nicaea, 325] decreed that the Church year should begin
on September 1. The month of September was, for the Hebrews, the beginning
of the civil year (Exodus 22:16), the month of gathering the harvest and of
the offering of thanks to God. It was on this feast that the Lord Jesus en-
tered the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21), opened the book of the
Prophet lsaiah and read the worde: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me;
because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He
hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort



