family, brand new kids activities, bake sale, and fellowship is sure to be a
story worth telling. Online Tickets available at https://holydormition.net
slavic-fest/ Come see us: 19485 Calhan Hwy North, Calhan, CO 80808

Saints of the Day

The Holy Martyr Nicetas: Nicetas was a Goth by birth. He was a disciple of
Theophilus, Bishop of the Goths, who participated in the First Ecumenical
Council [Nicaea 325 A.D.]. When the Gothic prince Athenarik began to tor-
ture Christians, St. Nicetas stood before the prince and denounced him for
his paganism and inhumanity. Subsequently harshly tortured, Nicetas con-
fessed his faith in Christ even more strongly, and prayed to God with
thanksgiving. His mind was unceasingly raised up to God, and on his breast
under his robe he bore an icon of the Most-holy Theotokos with the Pre-
eternal Christ Child standing and holding the Cross in His hands. St. Nice-
tas carried this icon because the Holy Theotokos had appeared to him and
comforted him. Finally, the torturer threw the soldier of Christ into the fire,
where the holy martyr breathed his last, but his body remained untouched by
the fire. His companion Marianus took his body from the land of the Goths
(Wallachia and Bessarabia) to the town of Mopsuestia, in Cilicia. There, he
built a church dedicated to St. Nicetas, and placed the miracle-working rel-
ice of the martyr in it. Nicetas suffered and was glorified in the year 372
AD.

Reflection

God s not mocked (Galatians 6:7). God either punishes the mockers in or-
der to correct them or He converts them into that which they had mocked.
Initially, St. Porphyrius was famous among the pagans as a mocker of Chris-
tianity. On one occasion, he was mocking the Christian Mystery of Baptism
before Emperor Julian the Apostate and his retinue. But something totally
unexpected happened. When Forphyrius immersed himself in the water and
pronounced the words of baptism in the name of the Holy Trinity, his epirit
was suddenly changed, and he became a true Christian. Instead of mocking
the Christian Faith, he began to denounce the emperor for his impure idola-
try, for which he was tortured and beheaded. A similar thing happened to
the comedian Gennesus, probably in Diocletian’s time. This Gennesus paro-
died the Christian Divine Liturgy before a crowd of pagans, amusing them
with his mockeries and witticisms. Suddenly, he changed, and cried out be-
fore the people: “I believe, and | desire to be baptized.” At first, the specta-
tors thought his words were a part of his farce, but he repeated his state-
ment of faith in Christ. When Gennesus remained steadfast in his new faith,
even when interrogated by the court and the emperor himself, he was tor-
tured and slain. Thus, the mocker of Christ became a martyr for Christ.
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Sunday Holy Scripture Reading
Apostolic Reading: Galatians 2:16 — 20
Gospel: St. Mark 8:34 — 38; 9:1

Services: Sunday-8 a.m. Orthros and 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Weekdays 8 a.m.
Orthros and 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy when scheduled.

Saints of the Day: Sunday After the Elevation of the Holy Cross. Great
-martyr Nikita the Goth; Martyr Porphyrios; Vissarion, bishop of Larisa;
New-martyr John; Venerable Philotheos and Gerasimos; Joseph the New of
Partos, the wonder-worker, metropolitan of Timisoara.

Hymns of the Day

Apolytikion of the Resurrection Tone 3

Let the heavens be glad. Let the earth rejoice exceedingly. For the Lord has
shown strength with his arm. He trampled death by death. He became the
first-born of the dead. Out of the belly of Hades, He has rescued us, and to
the world He has granted the great mercy.

Apolytikion for the Holy Cross Tone 1

Save, O Lotd, Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting victory to
the faithful over the enemy, and by Your Cross protecting Your common-
wealth.

Apolytikion of the Archangels Tone 4

Supreme Commanders of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the unworthy, im-
plore and beseech You that by Your supplications You encircle us in the
shelter of the wings of Your immaterial glory, guarding us who now fall
down and cry to You with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as
the great marshals of the heavenly hosts on high.

Kontakion for Holy Cross Tone 4

You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, * O Christ our God, bestow
Your tender compassions * upon Your new community to which You gave
Your name. * Cause our faithful emperors to be glad in Your power, *
granting them the victories against their adversaries. * And for an ally, Lord,
may they have You, * peace as their armor, the trophy invincible.
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Divine Services

Tues. Sept. 17: Orthros 8am and Liturgy 9am for St. Sophia and her daugh-
ters Faith, Hope and Love the Martyrs

Wed. Sept. 18: Paraklesis 5pm

Sat. Sept 21: Vespers 5pm.

Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church

Holy Communion of the Orthodox Church is the Holy Body and Blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is “With the fear of God, faith and love” that we ap-
proach the Divine Mysteries. Therefore, Holy Communion is reserved only
for those baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians who have prepared
themselves by prayer and fasting, as prescribed by the teachings of the Holy
Orthodox Church. We ask that women, before approaching to receive from
the Holy Cup, in respect of our Lotd, to please remove lipstick.

Memorial Eternal!

Funeral Services for +Timothy Luther are as follows: Monday, September
23, Trisagion Service 6:30pm, at Swan-Law Funeral Home. Orthodox Funer-
al Service at Archangel Michael Greek Orthodox Church, Tuesday, Septem-
ber 24, 10am. Everlasting be his memory!

Coffee Hour Signup

Please consider sponsoring a coffee hour. Donations are welcome!

Sept. 22: Sponsor Needed
Oct. 6: Sponsor Needed

Sept. 15: Georgescu Family
Sept. 29: Sponsor Needed

Scam Alert and Cyber Security

We received from our Chancellor, Fr. Lou, there are active and aggressive
cyber-actors targeting our Metropolis of Denver and Greek Orthodox
Churches across the country. The cyber-criminals are impersonating our
Metropolitan, Chancellor and even me, your parish priest. The scammer pos-
ing as one of the above named, may ask for money or gift cards. A few of
our parishioners over the years have been contacted by a scammer posing as
me. Please know I would not do this or solicit gift cards. If this happens
let me know with a phone call and do not reply to any of these inquiries.

Bookstore and Library

Come downstairs and browse our wonderful selection of new books, Icons,
and Orthodox gift items in our well-stocked bookstore. There is something
for everyone! Read often and insatiably the books of the teachers of the Church. .. ~St.
Lsaac the Syrian

Capital Campaign
King Soopers Cards has a Loyalty Card Program that offers 5% of your
purchase sent to a designated charity which Archangel Michael is an eligible

recipient. You may sign up online or go to the customer service desk.

Memorial Service
This morning we remember in our prayers the departed servants of God,
members of the Georgescu family. Everlasting be their memory!

Stewardship 2024

Remember to be current with your stewardship. If you did not receive a 2024
packet, please see Ruxandra Georgescu.

Church School

Today classes for Church School begins. Classes meet following Holy Com-
munion. Please allow the Church School students receive Holy Communion
first. See Sara LaBrie for more information.

Women'’s Fellowship Outreach

The Archangel Michael Women's Fellowship is pleased to announce out sup-
port of Queen Palmer Elementary School students. Queen Palmer is a Dis-
trict 11 school where 83% of students come from low-income families. Their
wish list for needed donations is available in the narthex and also in the
church hall where we have placed 2 containers. If anyone has any questions
about this donation drive or would like to be added to the mailing list, please
contact Connie Leonard at 719-660-2190.

Greek School
Alex Ellis offering Greek language classes free of charge. Classes began on

September 7, 2024. For more information call him at 719.471.015.7

Orthodox Catechism Class
Class will meet today, following coftee hour. A/ are welcomed to attend!

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology Appeal
On Sunday, September 8 and 15, we will have a collection for our theological
students from the Metropolis of Denver.

13th Annual Greek Night

Our sister parish, St. John the Baptist will be holding their Annual Greek
Night on October 12, 2024. This event will be held at Pueblo’s Historic Un-
ion Depot, 132 West B Street, 5:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour, 6:30 Greek Banquet,
7:30 Greek Dancing. Also, Authentic Greek Desserts, Greek Music, Greek
Dancing, Door Prizes, and Cash Drawings. Adults - $75 Children (12 and
under) -$25. Please RSVP by Oct. 1, pjacoben647@gmail.com or 719-252-
9446, there will be a $10/person charge for late reservations.

Slavic Fest
The Annual Slavic Fest at St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in Calhan is back this
year, October 12th and 13t. This weekend of fun, old world food, dancing,
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